-2                            CLEMENCEAU
I became Clemenceau's secretary in February,, 1915,
The war had been going on for six months. Clemcnceau
was a Senator, member of the Military Committee and the
Committee for Foreign Affairs, besides which he edited
a daily newspaper called before the war UHomme "Libre
and since the institution of the censorship changed to
UHomme Unchaim.
In November, 1917, Clemenceau took office and made
me chief of his private secretariat. I held this position
until the fall of the ministry in January, 1920. Clemenceau
had once more become a private citizen; he had given up
his seat in the senate and resigned the editorship of his
newspaper.1 I thereupon took over the duties of an
ordinary secretary and continued to exercise them for two
or three more years. When I was compelled to leave him
I remained his friend, and retained that friendship until the
day of his death.
In July, 1927, Clemenceau was very seriously ill; one
day, having gone to the Rue Franklin,21 had so strong an
impression of seeing a dying man that upon tny return
home I set down a few notes on what I then believed to be
his last words and his last views. Why, in the name of
heaven, I asked myself, hadn't I undertaken this little job
in the beginning ? What treasures I should have accumu-
lated! But from 1915 to 1920 there was the war, there
was his ministry: at that time one did not think very
much about taking notes, of collecting documents for
future books. . . . One knew so little of what the morrow
would bring forth.
Beginning with 1920 I might perhaps have been able
to undertake this task. But I had my daily bread to think
of; I scarcely had the leisure to work for the future.
Besides, I must say that the twenty-four months which I
1  The day that the Clemenceau Cabinet was formed UHomme Encbaint became
once more UHomme Ubre.
2  He lived at 8 Rue Franklin in Passy.